City Of Marquette

Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, August 17, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call. Rinda Ferguson, Mary Jo Pirc, Tracy Melver, Jim Meana and Jason Winter present. City Manager Dean Hilgerson also participated.

Zoning Public Hearing was canceled till September meeting due to publication error. 

Consent agenda was reviewed. Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to approve consent agenda. All ayes, carried. 

Reports/Updates: City Manager report: City has received Riverfront Project Preliminary Plans and also a letter of permission from the Corp stating they are ready to issue the city necessary permits. M & B Construction has begun removal of the Lahey house. City has been awarded I-Jobs/WIRB Grant of $200,000.00 to be used for second half of Bench Storm Water project. The city is still working on the Roundhouse property Railroad Easement. Curb removal at the Bench park basketball court is still being researched.. New computers have been installed and operating with Windows 7. Under Economic Development City Manager informed council some zoning issues should be addressed concerning lodging in residential zones. City Manager requested Tim Cutsforth from HR Green give an update on the Bench Project. Cutsforth informed the council of a few things that will need follow up but felt the council could sign off on the Bench Project. Attorney Update: Attorney Garrett updated City on pending lawsuit. An attorney has been assigned thru our insurance carrier and the Attorney should be contacting the city. Mayor Updates: Mayor has attended several fund raising meetings for the Iowa great Places. Attended ribbon cutting for 3 new businesses in town. Held city staff meeting and has spent many hours in the office. 

Todd Steffen from Lady Luck casino spoke on the Gambling Referendum which is on the Nov. 2, 2010 ballot. He asked that we support this referendum and reviewed the contributions the Lady Luck has given to the area since 1994. 

Travis Slama addressed the council asking them to place a no parking sign on Fifth Street. Mayor advised we have several ordinances relating to this situation and as a city we are to ensure they are followed. If the street is obstructed or blocked the citizen should call the police. The police have been instructed to issue a ticket under one or both of the ordinances. Also stressed was the responsibility of the person requesting the ticket to appear in court to state the case. Request was tabled till the September meeting. 
Terry Sharp addressed the council requesting closure of Edgar Street for September 18, 2010 Railroad Days. Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve Resolution No. 10-25 A RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY CLOSING A PORTION OF EDGAR STREET IN THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA. All ayes, carried. 

Donna Kinley spoke on behalf of the Iowa Great Places. The committee will be sending in documentation for reimbursement for the grant monies they have been awarded per the Iowa Great Places Grant Agreement. 

City has received a letter from Iowa By Ways Program requesting placement of six 2x3 River Bluffs Scenic By Way signs through out the community. City has requested a map of where these signs will be placed. 

Two bids were received for LP fuel. One from Fauser for $1.39 per gal and one from Three Rivers for $1.369. Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to accept Three Rivers LP contract for 5000 gallons at $1.369. All ayes, carried. 

Siren Relocation will cost around $1000.00. After discussion it was tabled till the September meeting after council was informed not all warning signals are working properly and also concerns expressed from audience members on it's move. 

Pric Tobin pay request: Received a letter from Pirc Tobin requesting final acceptance and release of retainage. Letter also acknowledged the need for seeding the remaining disturbed areas the first week of September 2010 and will address areas that will need to be analyzed in the Spring of 2011 as part of the project maintenance. Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Meana to accept Bench Area Storm Water Improvement Project as complete. All ayes, Pirc abstained, carried. Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to accept final pay request form Pirc Tobin for Storm Water Improvement Project in the amount of $61,646.21. All ayes, Pirc abstained, carried. 

City Manager informed council Riverfront Improvement project is moving forward. He felt with all the necessary paper work, expected to be completed in September, work could be started as early as the first of October and requested a date for a public hearing. Public hearing was set for Sept. 7, 2010. Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution No. 10-26 A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE PREPARATION OF DETAILED PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, NOTICE OF HEARING, NOTICE TO BIDDERS AND FORM OF CONTRACT. All ayes, carried. Engineering for the Riverfront Improvement Project for $33,800 is in the citywide urban renewal area and cost of improvements are reimbursable thru TIF. A motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve Resolution No. 10-27 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A REVENUE FUND AND AUTHORIZING LOAN TO THAT FUND. All ayes, carried. 

Chamber budget amount which has been tabled from the August meeting was addressed. Monthly chamber contribution will be increased $400.00 and retroactive to July 1, 2010 per the 2011 budget. 
A motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to accept Resolution NO. 10-28 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A WRITTEN EMPLOYEE POLICY MANUAL FOR THE CITY OF MARQUETE IOWA. All ayes, carried. 

City Manager suggested a Timber Ridge committee be formed to keep the progress on paving Timber Ridge moving forward. Committee members will be Mayor Mason, City Manager Hilgerson, Jason Sullivan, Water Superintendent, Joe Mason, Street Superintendent and councilman Tracy Melver. 

City Manager's employee contract was renewed for another 30 months running from July 1, 2010 till Dec. 31, 2012. Manager's salary will be $62,400 with three weeks vacation. The only other change is outside employment will be allowed on week-ends, vacation and holidays provided there is no conflict with city responsibilities. Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to approve Resolution 10-29 EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT. All ayes, carried. 

Official appointment of Deputy City Clerk: Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to appoint Sue Weipert as full time Deputy City Clerk. All ayes, carried. 

City Manager requested a proposal from Dietz, Donald to do the annual city audit. Last year RFPs for an audit concluded Dietz Donald's cost is very cost effective. Previous discussion on having a state audit has been put off till next year. A recommendation was made by City Manager to obtain the services of Steve Clauson again this year. Mr. Clauson will also be coming on the 26th of this month to go over reporting of Capital Projects and TIF. Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to hire Dietz Donald Company to do city audit. All ayes, carried. 

Depot Museum is still waiting for a second bid request. Due to estimated cost, the city will need to have the project engineered. City Manager brought to council's attention an email in December of 2007 from HR Green with a proposal for the Depot Museum. It was questioned if the proposal was not pursued as at one time the Depot Museum was part of the Iowa Great Places. Tim Cutsforth, HR Green will check to see what happened to this project. 

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to enter into closed session under Iowa Code Section 21.5 subsection 1 paragraph (j) to discuss the purchase of particular real estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property. All ayes, carried. Council chambers were asked to be cleared. Open session resumed at 8:20 p.m. Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to adjourn meeting at 8:24. All ayes, carried. 

____________________________                       _______________________________
Sue Weipert, Deputy City Clerk                            Norma J. Mason, Mayor 

