City Of Marquette

Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.
Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call.  Jason Winter, Rinda Ferguson, Mary Jo Pirc, Tracy Melver and Jim Meana present.  City Manager Dean Hilgerson, City Attorney Jim Garrett, audience members Doug Reynolds, Roger Halverson and Todd Kann also participated.

Motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to approve agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried. 
Consent agenda was reviewed.  Motion by Meana and seconded by Pirc to approve the consent agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Reports/Updates were discussed.  City Manager Hilgerson submitted a written update (3-16-10) expanding on: working on RFP for the Pleasant Drive Project, cold patch has been purchased for spring crack filling, looking into safety clothing cost for employees, looking into certified spray applicator, approved repair to a lift station pump @ $2,648.00-additional repair parts to have on hand for second pump will need to be ordered.  Hilgerson foresees a need to acquire a third pump, anticipates budgeting for this next fiscal year.  Hilgerson has received a residential curb cut out request.  He is working with street superintendent Mason to allow this.  Ferguson reported that the Iowa Great Places will have an information public meeting on March 22, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m. McGregor City Hall.  Anyone desiring information on these projects are encouraged to attend.  Mayor Mason reported that Street Department has begun spring cleaning of the streets.  Bench Area Contractors have been attending safety training the last two days and will be back on the project site tomorrow.  Mayor commented that a new phone system for city is being looked into and records storage expansion of the old well house is underway.  The Personnel Committee has been meeting weekly since January and anticipates revisions to the personnel policy will be ready to present to council for consideration in April.  Recommendations: getting Joe Mason wastewater certification and training for Sue Weipert to gain the title of deputy clerk.  Mayor asked if the council wished to contribute again to the MarMac School After Prom program.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to release a $200.00 donation to this program.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  Mayor Mason then presented a certificate of appreciation to Mary Jo Pirc of the Action Club for their donation of new carpet for the council chambers.
Audience Address.  Doug Reynolds addressed the council on concerns of his property in the wetlands.  Reynolds concern is that the run off (of the Bench Area Storm Water Project) would disperse on private land, his land being one.  He was not aware of this when he signed his easement for the project.  City Manager Hilgerson responded that water is being directed to be disbursed onto plotted Bushnell Street in the wetland, which drains into Bloody Run Creek and that he had explained the project in to Mr. Reynolds prior to the signing of the easement.  Council took no further action.
Roger Halvorson addressed council on holding an event on the Riverfront.  Old Man River, Lady Luck and Eagle’s Landing Winery would like to host a Beer and Wine fest on June 26, 2010 at the Marquette Riverfront Park.  Other brewers may be involved, but needs to secure a date and location to work out the details.  Council commented that it is a great idea, but requested that event sponsor must contact DNR for a use permit. Halvorson was invited to stop in City Hall tomorrow for contact information.  Council took no further action.

Public Announcements:  Clerk Trudo reminded all the importance on completing and submitting Census information being collected this month.

Tobacco Violations-Go America.  City council was presented with two separate hearing complaints of Go America Tobacco Violations.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to schedule a Public Hearing for April 20, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
FYE 2009 Financial Audit/Annual Report was addressed.  Mayor Mason commented that additional controls such as naming a CFO and Bank Statement review have been implemented.  Council took no further action.

MarMac Police 28E Contract Payment was addressed.  Motion by Meana and seconded by Pirc to release the 4th quarter contract pay @ $38,400.49 prior to April 10, 2010.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Zoning Commission Vacancy was addressed.  Mayor Mason recommended Carolyn Ingham to fill vacant seat until 2012.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve appointment.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  

Liquor License Renewal Requests were addressed. Isle of Capri dba Lady Luck is requesting renewal of their Liquor Licenses at the Marina and Pavilion locations.  Motion by Meana and seconded by Ferguson to approve the Liquor Licenses renewal requests.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Bench Area Storm Water Infrastructure Project was addressed.  Motion by Ferguson, seconded by Winter to approve Change Order No.1 @ $2,600.00 increase.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve Pirc-Tobin construction Pay Request #1 @ $250,397.24.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to approve the HR Green Engineering Pay Request #66071 @ $16,586.98.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Project status/update:  Hilgerson reported he would open up a money market account at Central State Bank to assist with transferring monies as need with this project.  Council took no further action.   Bloody Run River is currently rising.  Brown Street box culvert project area has been secured, but working emphasis will be moved to other project areas until the river regresses.  Hilgerson presented council with three quotes for excavation needed for the Third Street Sewer Extension.  Motion by Melver and second by Meana to approve the quote from Vorward @ $13,659.15.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  Hilgerson recommended that the city order plans be drawn up for Phase II of this project.  Phase II would be the South Street/Walnut Street corner.  Engineering for this portion of the project estimates at $58,000.00 and would qualify for reimbursement under the current I-Jobs grant.  Council directed Hilgerson to begin working with Engineer and report back.
Lawn Mowing Bids were addressed.  Clerk reported six bids were received and opened on March 12, 2010.  Millers Lawn Care-Guttenberg IA @ $200.00, Ron Ingham-Marquette @ $199.00, Ultimate Landscaping-PDC, WI @ $635.00, A & S Lawn Care-Postville, IA @ $298.00, Turner Tree & Lawn Service-Farmersburg IA @ $322.00, Pioneer Gardens LLC-Wauzeka, WI @ $350.00.  Council discussed using prisoners or staffing summer help.  These options may be used for other projects within the city.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve the Ron Ingham bid @ $199.00 a mow.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Hydromatic Pump Repair was addressed during the updates section of the meeting.

Signage on the Frontier Motel property was addressed.  New advertising signage was installed on the Frontier Motel property.  City hall records showed no permits validating signage at this location.  Owner Todd Kann provided documentation from the IDOT validating sign advertisement since 1984.  IDOT has been continuously updated and currently valid.  Council took no further action.

Real Estate was addressed.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to enter into closed session under Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(j) to discuss the purchase of particular real estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  Council chambers were asked to be cleared.  Open session resumed @ 7:30 p.m . No action taken by council.  Lahey house status was discussed.  No action taken by council.
Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Meana to adjourn meeting at 7:40 p.m.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Attest: Maryanne Trudo, City Clerk
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