City Of Marquette

Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 @ 5:15 p.m.
Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call.  Jason Winter, Rinda Ferguson, Jim Meana and Tracy Melver present.  Mary Jo Pirc Absent.  City Manager Dean Hilgerson, City Attorney Jim Garrett, Street Superintendent Joe Mason, Water/Sewer Superintendent Jason Sullivan also participated.

Motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to approve agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried. 
Personnel Committee:  Personnel Issues was addressed.  The Mayor announced it was requested council go into closed session.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to enter into closed session under Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(i) to evaluate the professional competency of certain city employees because a closed session is necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to the employee’s reputations and the employees have request a closed session.  Ayes, Ferguson, Winter, Meana and Melver.  No nays.  Motion carried.  Open session resumed at 5:50 where council took no action.

Mayor Mason requested all stand for the pledge of allegiance, then opened the public hearing on Zero Lot Line Development.  The Mayor announced that this proposed amendment to the Marquette Zoning Ordinance would add zero lot line developments to the list of Special Exception Uses and Structures which may be authorized by the Zoning Board of Adjustment in the single family residential districts (R-1 and R-2) and in the mixed residential district (R-3), and establishes minimum requirements for said developments.  No comments offered from the audience, no written communications/petitions received by city hall.  The Mayor closed the public at 6:02 p.m.
Consent agenda was reviewed.  Motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to approve the consent agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Reports/Updates were discussed.  Written updates were submitted by City Manager
(02-16-10), Clayton County Development Group (Jan 2010) and Chamber Activities (2-16-10).  Hilgerson reported that a grant application to RC&D for riverfront improvements was not going to be considered at this time.  Options still being pursued are reapplication to RC & D-round two in June and an IDNR joint application which Hilgerson is working with Scott Gritters on.  Hilgerson reported joint equipment purchases with the City of McGregor, a Street Sweeper in 2004 and Sewer Jetter in 2003 never formalized equipment agreements.  Since that time Marquette has been solely paying the insurance on both these pieces of shared equipment.  Hilgerson recently sent notice to McGregor to pay for their share of insurance paid on the Street Sweeper totaling $1,700.00 and is working on notification for the Jetter.  Joe Mason reported the Street Department is busy with routine winter functions, working two days a week with Sullivan on inspection on the IJOBS Bench Area Storm Water Project.  Installation of the IJOBS sign has been completed and located on the downtown dike so it can be easily viewed.  Jason Sullivan reported he had a DNR inspection at the plant last month and anticipates a good report.  He has been working on getting the flood pump quotes and working with HR Green and Joe on the Storm Water Project inspections and locates.  Some individual homeowners may experience no water service, temporarily and short term during the project phase.  Contractor Pirc-Tobin is to notify each customer when this is to occur.  Mayor Mason reported she has sat in on the City Insurance renewal meeting, IJOBS inspection meeting, MRT bike trail in McGregor and personnel committee meetings which is working on new procedure manual and employee benefit policies.  Also a new paper format water bill to fit in an envelope allowing other forms of communications to be sent monthly to utility customers, is being investigated.   
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve the first reading of Ordinance #346 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA, 2003, BY ADDING PROVISIONS TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ZERO LOT LINE DEVELOPMENTS.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Ferguson, Winter.  No nays, motion carried.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to waived additional readings of Ordinance #346.  Ayes, Winter, Ferguson, Melver and Meana.  No nays, motion carried.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve final reading and passage of Ordinance #346.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter, Ferguson.  No nays, motion carried.
Discussion held on Non Sufficient Fund (NSF) Check Fees and a proposed Cash Payment requirement.  Clerk reported when NSF checks are received for utility payments it creates much additional work and time to locate customer, rectify account(s) financially, and make correction to the utility and fund accounting systems.  Recommending the servicing fee for a returned check be raised from $20.00 to $25.00 and a policy requiring “cash payment only” be considered for individuals who have passed more than one dishonored check in a 12 month period.  Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to approve Resolution No 10-06 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A FEE FOR NSF CHECKS AND CREATING A CASH PAYMENT ONLY POLICY FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PASSED TWO RETURNED CHECKS TO THE CITY OF MARQUETTE.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter and Ferguson.  No nays, motion carried.
Discussion held on Solid Waste.  In corporation with the DNR the Winneshiek County Recycling Department (WCRD) is updating and implementing a new comprehensive solid waste reduction plan.  The City of Marquette, along with many other communities in Northeast Iowa, contract with the Winneshiek County Landfill to dispose waste. WCRD requested the city approve this new plan.  Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution No.10-07 A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE WINNESHIEK COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE 2010.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter and Ferguson.  No nays, motion carried.
Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve first read of Ordinance #347 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA, 2003, BY MODIFYING THE DUTIES OF THE CITY MANAGER.  Adding to act as Chief Financial Officer to job duties.  Ayes, Winter, Ferguson, Meana and Melver.  No nays, motion carried.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to waive additional readings.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter and Ferguson.  No nays, motion carried.  Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve final reading and passage.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter and Ferguson.  No nays, motion carried.
FYE 2009 Audit/Annual Report was tabled until next month on motion Meana and seconded by Ferguson, to give more needed time to review.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Go America Tobacco Violation was addressed.  The State notified the city of recent tobacco retailer sales to minors violation.  Attorney Garrett reported he has filed, with the Attorney General, the Citys intent to initiate civil prosecutions for the offenses within 60 days of the criminal adjudication.  Garrett recommends the City readdress this issue in March after required court appearances for Go America are fulfilled.
Roundhouse Addition Road Maintenance was addressed.  Mayor Mason reported after investigation, no records were found to ever established Roundhouse Addition as a public  street.  All records indicate this area is private and city maintanance should be discontinued.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to discontinue all city street maintenance to Roundhouse Addition as of April 30, 2010.  Ayes, Melver, Winter and Ferguson.  Meana abstained.  Motion carried.  A letter will be sent from City to affective property owners.
Bench Area Storm Water Infrastructure Project was addressed.  Status/updates included:  Contractor Pirc-Tobin started project February 15.  Work times 7:00 am – 4:30 p.m.  Roads being closed as needed.  Some water distribution has occurred, contractor working with residents directly on this.  Third Street Sewer Extension- city is looking into the cost to extend a sewer line to Third Street to service two homes on the bench.  This service has never been extended to these two homes in the past.  Hilgerson reported cost was not yet available.  Council will readdress this issue when information becomes available.  Pricing has been received on needed additional Storm Water Pumps from both HTM Sales, Inc and Mississippi Valley Pump, Inc (MVP).  The pump equipment itself is to be purchased directly by the City.  MVP is making the hatch for Pirc-Tobin to be installed on this project also.
Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve HR Green Pay Request #65624 for $5,483.08 for the Bench Area Storm Water project.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to allow the City Manager and or Mayor to authorize up to $7,500.00 combined in Project Change Order requests in an emergency situation on this Bench Area Storm Water Project.  These emergency authorized change orders must be reported at the next available meeting of the council.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Motion by  Melver and seconded by Meana to approve the Mississippi Valley Pump quote  providing flood station equipment at $34,469.00 with installation option #1 at an additional $5,181.00.  Ayes Ferguson, Winter, Melver and Meana.  No nays, motion carried.

Iowa Great Places Project Status/Updates:  Ferguson reported she and Donna Kinley will attend a breakfast in Des Moines 2/17/10 to network with state legislators and canvas for the continued support and funding towards this program.  Local IGP committee may be ready to seek a joint meeting of the Cities, Marquette and McGregor, Wetland Board and Spearhead Committee possibly March 1st, to present where they stand to date.  More information on this meeting to come later when it is confirmed.  Audience member Pat Elliot addressed council in opposition of this project, kind of money spending, use of the proposed land behind city hall, declaring she has been waiting for a simple community center, with an elevator for 10 years.  Council invited Mrs. Elliot to the joint meeting to gain more information.

Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to adjourn meeting at 6:50 p.m.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Attest: Maryanne Trudo, City Clerk
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