City Of Marquette

Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m.
Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order and requested all stand for the pledge of allegiance.  Roll call was then taken with council members Tracy Melver, Jim Meana, Rinda Ferguson, Jason Winter, and Mary Jo Pirc, present.  City Manager Dean Hilgerson, City Attorney Jim Garrett, Street Superintendent Joe Mason, Donna Kinley for Zoning, Patti Campbell and Sasha Dull of the Chamber and Tim Cutsforth of Howard R. Green also participated.
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Consent Agenda was discussed.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve the consent agenda.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Reports/Updates were discussed.  Written reports were submitted by City Manager
(01-19-10).  Joe Mason reported the Street Department is busy with winter snow removal and just completed taking down the holiday decorations.  Mason also reported for the Water/Sewer Department explaining that a water hydrant was struck by a State snow plow and repairs have been completed.  State will pay for repairs.  Police submitted their 2009 Activity Report.  Donna Kinley reported Zoning did not meet in January due to a lack of quorum and she will be resigning from the Zoning Commission to join the Board of Adjustment.  Council thanked Donna for her service on Zoning.  Mayor Mason reported on the first 19 days in office familiarizing herself with records and making contact with businesses Lady Luck and Bituma.  The Mayor is usually in City Hall between 9:30-11:00 daily.
IDED Main Street-Downtown Assessment was addressed.  Patti Campbell of the Chamber explained to council  because both cities of Marquette and McGregor were chosen as Iowa Great Places, the Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) has offered to give a free downtown assessment.  It would entail a two day visit with their consultant team who will examine information about the community, study plans, meet with community leaders, residents and business owners, discuss ideas and present to the community observations and recommendations specific to each town’s central business district.  Council approved the Chamber to spear head this project for the City of Marquette.  Sasha Dull of the Chamber approached council with a new concept of communication between the cities and the Chamber, suggesting forming a “Conference Committee”.  This committee would consist of two members of council from each city and the president and executive director of the Chamber.  They would meet four times a year or more if needed, to keep information flowing.  Council members Rinda Ferguson and Tracy Melver volunteered to represent Marquette on this committee.
Mayoral Appointments were submitted naming Jason Winter as Mayor Pro Tem.  The Mayor, Ferguson, Melver and Hilgerson to Personnel.  Roger Halvorson, Norb Hammes, Darrren Matthew and Steve Weipert to the Zoning Commission.   Bob Ruzek, Pat Young, Larry Breuer, Randy Patzner and Donna Kinley to Board of Adjustment.  Rinda Ferguson and Donna Kinley to the Wetland Centre Board, with most other committee/committee members reappointed.  See  2010 Mayoral Appointees for a complete list.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to approve the 2010 Mayoral Appointments.  All ayes, no nays, motion carried.   Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to reappoint Maryanne Trudo as City Clerk.  All ayes, no nays, motion carried.

Designating Funds Depository(s) and Check Endorsers was addressed.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution No 10-01  A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING CENTRAL STATE BANK AS A FUNDS DEPOSITORY FOR THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA, AND OFFICERS AUTHORIZED TO SIGN CHECK OR OTHERWISE DEAL WITH THE DEPOSITORY ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  Ayes Pirc, Ferguson, Winter, Melver and Meana.  No nays, motion carried.

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution No. 10-02  A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING LUANA SAVINGS BANK AS A FUNDS DEPOSITORY FOR THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA, AND OFFICERS AUTHORIZED TO SIGN CHECK OR OTHERWISE DEAL WITH THE DEPOSITORY ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter, Ferguson and Pirc.  No nays, motion carried.

City Property use Calendar of Events was reviewed.  Annual request from the Action Club and American Legion to use the Downtown City Parks for community celebrations on Memorial Day Weekend, Labor Day, Independence Day and first two weekends in October were submitted along with the Marquette Historical Society’s annual Rail Road Days on September 18 and Chamber Family Fun Nights at the City Park August 7.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve 2010 Events Calendar as presented.  All ayes, no nays, motion carried.  Discussion on who will sponsor this year’s fireworks will continue in February.  Meana to validate the Legions capabilities and commitment for this upcoming year.  
Zero Lot Line Development:  Discussion continued from last month, Attorney Garrett presented council with a draft Ordinance on this subject.  Replotting lot lines would be the responsibility of the landowner and assessor.  Recording restrictive covenants or other deed restrictions will be rewritten to be the burden of the developer.  Council directed that a public hearing on this proposed Ordinance be scheduled for February 16, 2010. 

Roundhouse Addition Road Maintenance Issues:  This area was annexed into the city in 1994 with the understanding that a street accessed two houses to Hwy 18.  Recent research reveals the street known as Roundhouse Addition may not be a true dedicated city street, but actually private property.  City Mgr Hilgerson was requesting direction from council as how to proceed with maintenance.  If snow plowing and street construction is to continue, a public street easement should be obtained from the landowners.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to table this until the February meeting while more information can be obtained.  All ayes, no nays motion carried.  Pirc and J. Mason will try to contact former Street Superintendent Rodenberg.
Bench Area Storm Water Infrastructure Project:  Both City Manager and City Attorney informed council of progress being made with the I-Jobs contractual requirements.  Still talking with the State regarding easement conformities and negotiating with optimisium. 
Tim Cutsforth with HR Green Co., presented council with the project bid proposals filed January 12, 2010.  Seven contractors responded.  Badger Environmental at $979,742.20, Pirc-Tobin Construction at $1,117,017.25, J.B. Holland Construction at $1,116,006.60, Minger Construction, Inc at $1,170,544.17, Skyline Construction, Inc at $1,197,993.83, Harry Viner, Inc., at $1,280,946.27 and Tschiggfri Excavating at $1,325,315.20.  Badger and Viner failed to separate bond from bid as specifications required.  Council discussed bidding procedure and dollar amounts proposed.  Badger Environmental came in with the lowest cost but did not follow bidding procedure.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve Resolution No. 10-03 A RESOLUTION REJECTING BIDS AND AWARDING CONTRACT FOR BENCH AREA STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT – to Pirc-Tobin Construction, Inc., of Alburnett, IA for $1,117,017.25.  Ayes, Ferguson, Winter, Melver and Meana.  Pirc abstained from voting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to pay the HR Green Pay Request #65245 for $3,959.45 for the Bench Area Storm Sewer Improvements Project.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.
Iowa Great Places Project was addressed.  Rinda Ferguson updated council that 3 of 5 work session are completed and the 1st part of March they will begin financing and fundraising activities.  Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve the Wetland Centre Board ByLaws dated 11-19-2009.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.  Motion by Meana and seconded by Pirc to approve Resolution No. 10-04 A RESOLUTION DEDICATING SUPPORT TO THE MAR MAC DRIFTLESS AREA WETLAND CENTRE FACILITY.  Ayes, Melver, Meana, Winter, Ferguson and Pirc.  No nays, motion carried.
Budget Workshop is scheduled to be held Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at 5:15 p.m., Marquette City Hall.

Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to approve releasing $315.75, a budgeted donation, to the Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Pirc to adjourn meeting at 7:25 p.m.  All ayes, no nays.  Motion carried.

Attest: 
_______________________



____________________________

Maryanne Trudo, City Clerk



Norma J. Mason, Mayor
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