CITY OF MARQUETTE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27, 2011 6:00 PM
Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call.  Winter, Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver present.  Also participating was City Manager Hilgerson.  
Public Hearing on Downtown Economic Development Project was opened at 6:01 PM.  Hearing opened with City Manager giving an overview on how this project has come about and how the developers picked the site.  City Manager also addressed the fact the city’s investment in this project will be fully recoverable thru TIF revenue and to assure the citizens the city will own City Hall and Community Center and not the developer.  City Manager also reassured citizens the City is not involved in the ownership or operation of the hotel.  With Mayor Mason setting protocol to be followed for the meeting it was opened for comments from the public.  Several residents spoke with the main objection being limited parking.  One resident especially expressed concern with parking during our holiday and flea market weekends.  This concern was recognized and shuttle parking was discussed as a possible solution.  Resident Roger Halvorson expressed his concern of the city taking buildings off the tax roll.  In answer to this Attorney Garrett stated they have met with the County Auditor and this new building, excluding the city’s portion,  will be assessed at a minimum of $2.6 million for at least fifteen years,  thus adding to the tax base of the City and more than making up for the loss of the tax base downtown.  Halvorson also expressed his concern for the Council’s economic development plan or lack of.   Council member Ferguson said her feelings where with a 53 room hotel bringing visitors to town there are needs for these people, food, gas, shopping, and they are going to spending here.  They will also require things we do not offer and this will hopefully spur business to come. Another concern expressed was why the residents were not allowed to vote on major projects.  It was explained it is state law if the city is not borrowing money then a vote is not required. Council scheduled this public hearing to keep citizens informed even though it was not required.  Resident/hotel owner Todd Kann said he thought he had a hotel in this town and thought he offered lodging.  When asked why he felt this way he stated, “You said there was a need for lodging after the Casino took down their hotel.”   He asked why Council felt the need to replace it as it was privately owned and usually only comped rooms.  City Manager informed Kann there is a need for lodging and the hotel developers are willing to contract with the Casino for comp rooms.  At this Kann asked if we had this in writing and why the Casino did not build their own.  In response to this City Manager stated the Lady Luck had said it is not in their corporate structure to be in the hotel business in Marquette.  Kann then inquired if this would come to a referendum, City Attorney replied as you remember from being on Council, it is not required; the only vote in reference to this project would be the hotel/motel tax.  Resident Chuck Boeder stated he previously traveled 200 days a year and stayed in many hotels where walking from only underneath the bridge to the hotel would have been a piece of cake.   Resident/former Mayor, Donna Kinley addressed the idea of change and how we get use to the way things are and do not like them to change, so we do not always look for solutions.  Kinley stated she did not like change either but had to consider what the Mayor had said about something is going to change.  Kinley said she is thinking 50 years down the road and asked, what is that building going to look like unless someone puts money into it?  It is not going to be pretty.  In finishing Kinley stated change will come either now or down the road and it is best to try and manage it and work with it for a positive outcome.  Resident/former Mayor Ray Childs encouraged the Council to really take it slow in considering this project before making a decision.  Mayor closed public hearing at 7:22 PM.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Discussion was held on the third draft of the Development agreement with Council requesting Attorney make several changes. 
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to adjourn at 8:00 PM.
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