CITY OF MARQUETTE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPT. 20, 2011 @ 6:00 P.M.

Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call.  Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver present, absent Winter.  Also participating was City Manager Hilgerson and City Clerk Weipert. 

Public Hearing for the Bluffland Ordinance was cancelled and rescheduled for October 19, 2011 meeting. 

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Pirc to approve consent agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Updates:  City Clerk reported she continues to work on city’s census count.  Also there has been another 30 new meters installed for our new system giving us a total of 65 installed.  City Manager informed council the blocks will soon be laid for the Wetland Centre.  Developers for the downtown economic development project will be presenting a proposal for the change in advance of grant monies.  Also City will be holding information meeting on the downtown project on Sept. 27, 2011 at 6:00 P.M.  Timber Ridge paving project has started with first official work day Sept. 15.  Lora Friest continues to work on the State Enhancement Grant-Scenic Byway Category.  City Manager will be attending the Cornerstone Conference on Sept. 27.  City Manager informed council they may want to consider revisiting city ordinance regarding parking on North St. as we have received complaints in regards to parking spaces needed for commercial use being used for tenant parking.  City Manager asked who is responsible for the Park Shelter as city received a complaint after Labor Day week-end of a sink leaking and needing repair. Council member Pirc stated the sink needs to be replaced but because of the location/space and state requirements it has been a challenge to find a replacement.  Action Club will continue to look for a replacement.  City Manager has sent a letter to the Forestry Service letting them know the city would do a month to month lease with them as their lease will expire Oct. 31.   Written reports were submitted by Streets and Water/Waste Water.  Police will be having a special meeting to address the 28E Agreement.  Also the city can look forward to a reduced payment this quarter for the police department. Police Dept. did accept a bid on the Explorer.  Attorney Update:  Last week attorney did receive a response from Gaede’s and it is just a simple denial so City will be proceeding with pretrial discovery.  Attorney informed council he has had contact with several people or attorneys since the council has passed the $250.00 Riverfront Parking fine but to date has not had anyone plead not guilty and request a trial. Attorney continues to work on development agreement for downtown project.   Zoning did not meet this month.  Chamber has been sending out weekly updates.  Iowa Great Places is currently on the list to receive full funding from REAP for a $50,000.00 grant.  They have also applied for another $125,000.00 grant and should know the middle of October on it.   Wetland Centre will be starting their capital campaign in mid October with Ralph Savory.  Legion Update:  The Legion has purchased six park benches which can then be purchased by a deceased veteran’s family and placed in the park in their honor.  A plaque will be placed on the bench in memory of this veteran.  Mayor update:  Informed Council staff meeting had been held.  Police Commission Audit is available for viewing.  Word was received of a tentative schedule for the Holiday train which will be Dec. 9 at 6:30.  Mayor encourages council to encourage citizens to attend our informational meeting on Sept. 27 on the downtown development project.  Mayor and Council congratulated Joe Mason on obtaining his Waste Water Treatment I Operator Certificate.  
Motion by Pirc and seconded by Melver to take no action on Art Centre 28E Agreement pending review of a revised agreement.  All ayes, carried. 

Hotel Bridge Lookout Engineer Contract:  As the city would be liable for the walk way to the look out from the landing, it may be necessary to have this engineered.  The City is hoping the Scenic By Way Grant, if awarded, will pay for this. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to hold Fall Clean on October 15, 2011 at Roundhouse Park from 8:00 till 11:00 A.M.  All ayes, carried. 

Eagle Crest Drive: In reference to a complaint by a Citizen, City Manager informed council City has found out it is responsible for maintaining a small portion of the driveway leading into Eagle Crest.  It is IDOT property but the city signed an agreement with the IDOT to maintain it.  One quote was presented but council asked City Manager to contact other area contractors for a quote.  
Tree Trimming City Property:  Tree trimming on Chicago Street will hopefully be done yet this fall. 

Jim Soulli Driveway:  Motion by Meana and seconded by Ferguson to approve quote from Vorwald Enterprise, Inc in the amount of $1,494.00 to widen road.  All ayes, carried. 

Wetland Centre Utilities Electrical Service:  City Manager presented and explained the revised route of electrical service to the Wetland Centre at a cost of $5400.00.  City was informed by Alliant this would qualify for revenue credits based on usage.  

No Wake Zone:  City is still waiting for a reply from Marty Stonen from the Wisconsin DNR. 
Brownfield Assessments:  City is waiting for written reports and hopes to have them within the next couple of weeks. 

Mechanic Street Lift Station:  Work has been completed as of last week. 

FEMA Grant: City Manager is working with Steve Meyer on a FEMA Grant that will pay for an additional warning siren. 

Statewide Enhancement By Ways Grant: Working with Lora Friest on this grant and City was informed if this grant is awarded it would cover the boardwalk and the walkway and shelter for downtown development project. 
Rail Relocation Grant:  City was informed it was not awarded this grant. 

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Ferguson to adjourn at 7:00 P.M.  All ayes, carried. 
Attest:
____________________________               ________________________________

Susan Weipert, Clerk                                     Norma J. Mason Mayor 
