CITY OF MARQUETTE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, July 19, 2011 @ 6:00 P.M.

The City Council of the City of Marquette, Iowa, met in regular session at City Hall, in Marquette, Iowa at 6:00 p.m. on July 19, 2011, pursuant to previous motion and published notice.  Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order.  Present were: Winter, Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver. Absent Weipert.  City Manager Dean Hilgerson also participated. 
Motion by Ferguson to approve the agenda, second by Winter.  All ayes, carried.

Mayor Mason announced that this was the time and place set for hearing and consideration of Proposed Disposition of Interest in Real Property by the City of Marquette involving assignment of the option to purchase between the City and Launee Halvorson.  Upon investigation, it was found that No persons had appeared and filed objections to the proposed disposition prior to the public hearing.  
Citizen Todd Kann objected to the proposed disposition.  Reasons given were as follows: City does not need a new City Hall; citizens have asked for simple community center, the City has been buying property taking them off tax roles, Council not listening to citizens in reference to alternative access to the bench area, the problems with the railroad, historical buildings are the City’s history.  Councilman Melver and Mayor Mason responded to his objections.  Hearing no other comments from the audience, Mayor Mason closed the hearing at 6:07 p.m.
Motion by Meana, second by Winter to approve consent agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Committee Reports and Updates:  City Manager reported on meetings attended in the past month, activities included the following:  completion of the Bench Area stormwater project; the fishing dock north of the bridge is installed and being used; utilities for the Wetland Centre in the Roundhouse area are complete; the “no wake zone” ordinance is in process; brownfield assessments are being conducted for North St. and the Roundhouse area; awaiting delivery of the balance of equipment for the new water meter system; Palmer Electric has completed the electrical upgrades on the bench and downtown park/shelter; a replacement dump/snow removal truck is being researched, as well a street sweeper attachment for the city’s skid loader; the economic development committee has been working on a development agreement for the potential downtown hotel/city property project; looking for Council input on replacing the Marquette sign which was removed from the levee.  Water and Street departments provided written reports.  Police commission reported delivery of the department’s new vehicle-2011 Chevy Silverado pickup- it was determined residual value would be much higher when rotated out of the fleet.  Great Places reported the Wetland Centre project will begin their fund raising campaign in August and construction on the building site has begun.  The Art Center presented a proposal for the formation of a 28E agreement which will be required to qualify for grant monies.  This is the last year the Art Center will be eligible for Great Places funding.  Also presented were possible actions the Art Council will be taking as they move forward, along with a current cash flow report.  The report was concluded with a request the City release the $10,000 which the Council had approved earlier.  The Council acknowledged that commitment.  Mayor Mason recommended the Council review the material presented and be prepared to discuss in August.  The Mayor reported the use of the ball diamond was much appreciated by the 4-5th grade teams this past season.  Brian Burger shared how nice the diamond always looked and visiting teams commented they were surprised what a nice diamond we have.  The Mayor attended the last Police Commission meeting and plans to attend future meetings.  She also participated in the ground breaking ceremony for the Wetland Centre and shared how the City is receiving comments about how nice things look around town and appreciation for the projects that are being completed.  The Mayor concluded with encouraging citizens to pick up a copy at City Hall of Pat Callahan’s report concerning the downtown development project and to ask questions concerning the same.
Mayor Mason recommended the Council appoint Sue Weipert as City Clerk, commenting on the excellent job she has been doing, and that Sue is working on attaining Clerk certification.
Motion by Ferguson, second by Pirc to appoint Sue Weipert as City Clerk.  All ayes, carried. 

The Zoning Commission recommends the City approve the current proposed Bluffland ordinance.  Mayor Mason recommended the Council review the ordinance, read carefully, and be prepared to discuss in August.  The Council was reminded that a public hearing would be required prior to any action taken to the recommended ordinance.  
Motion by Melver, second by Winter to table the recommendation until the August meeting. All ayes, carried.

City Manager requested the Council to direct submitting RFP’s from CPA firms for the City’s annual financial audit.

Motion by Meana, second by Pirc, to submit RFP’s for the annual audit.  All ayes, carried.
Motion by Ferguson, second by Winter, to set a public hearing on an amended FY2012 budget August 16, 2012, @ 6:00 pm.  All ayes, carried.
Discussion on renewing HR Green Engineering Services Agreement for one year which grants the City of Marquette access up to 40 hrs/mo of professional engineering services @ $95/hr.  The agreement does not obligate the City to use HR Green engineering services, simply reduces the rate for hours used.

Motion by Winter, second by Melver to renew HR Green Engineering Services Agreement.  All ayes, carried.

Discussion on HR Green Engineering proposal to construct a river view boardwalk to the river at the east end of North St.  City Manager had requested the proposal following discussions concerning utilizing the area as riverfront access. Tim Cutsforth commented on the four major aspects of the proposal: design, structure components, permitting, and landscape.  The boardwalk would be elevated 10’ above shoreline, approximately 24’wide and 65’ long.  Preliminary cost estimate $80,000.
Motion by Pirc, second by Melver, to table discussion on the proposal until the August meeting.  All ayes, carried.

Tim Cutsforth, HR Green, presented bids received for the Timber Ridge paving project.  Upon review of the four bids received, HR Green recommended accepting C.J. Monya & Sons, Inc. bid for $694,677.25, which is 29% below the engineering estimate.  
Motion by Meana, second by Ferguson to accept C.J. Moyna’s bid for the Timber Ridge Paving Project.  All ayes, carried.
Motion by Melver, second by Ferguson to approve Resolution 11-28, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING LUANA SAVINGS BANK AS A FUNDS DEPOSITORY FOR THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IA, AND OFFICERS AUTHORIZED TO SIGN CHECK OR OTHERWISE DEAL WITH THE DEPOSITORY ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IA.  All ayes, carried.
The Personnel Committee recommends  in the form of a resolution setting salaries for fiscal year 2011/2012.  Discussion concerning rates as follows: Jason Sullivan, 3% increase to reflect qualifications and length of service; Joe Mason 1% increase following successful completion of Grade I Waste Water Certification, with incremental increases as Certification progresses to Waste Water Grade III and Water Treatment/Distribution Grade II; Sue Weipert increase based on Clerk appointment; Deidre Vick-Froelich, no change, current rate set at beginning of employment in May, 2011. 
Motion by Ferguson, second by Pirc, to approve Resolution 11-29,  A RESOLUTION SETTING SALARIES FOR APPOINTED OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011/2012.  All ayes, carried.

Resolution 11-30, no action taken due to tabled HR Green North St Riverfront Proposal.
Motion by Melver, second by Meana, to approve Resolution 11-31, a RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR TIMBER RIDGE SUBDIVISION PAVING PROJECT. All ayes, carried.
Motion by Ferguson, second by Pirc to approve Resolution 11-32, a RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING REVENUE FUND AND AUTHORIZING LOAN TO THAT FUND.  All ayes, carried.

Motion by Melver, second by Ferguson, to approve Resolution 11-33, a RESOLUTION PLACING THE IMPOSITION OF A HOTEL AND MOTEL TAX ON THE ELECTION BALLOT FOR THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  All ayes, carried.
Motion by Ferguson, second by Winter to table Resolution 11-34, a RESOLUTION PROPOSING DISPOSITION ON INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  All ayes, carried.
Discussion was held concerning six inches of growth bringing considered a nuisance, perhaps it should be eight inches.  It was agreed if a problem arises due to height; the Council can take appropriate action to change the ordinance which reads 6 inches.

Motion by Winter, second by Ferguson, to approve Resolution 11-35, a RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING POLICIES REGARDING THE ABATEMENT OF VEGETATION NUISANCES IN THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  
Motion by Pirc, second by Meana to approve the City of Marquette’s 1st quarterly payment of $42,548.54 for FY2012 Mar-Mac Police District Budget.  All ayes, carried.

Motion by Melver to approve Bench Project Pirc Tobin Pay Request, $131,044.97, leaving a retainage of $33,530.27.  Winter, Ferguson, Meana and Melver, ayes, Pirc abstained.   Carried.
Pirc-Tobin invoice ($5,514.30) for rip-rap to repair flood damage on the riverfront was included in approved payables, City Manager noted the amount did not exceed the $6,000 limit approved earlier.

Motion by Ferguson, second by Winter, to approve mowing of the open grass areas of the City owned Ohmer property.  City attorney Garrett advised the City Manager there were no legal issues involved in letting someone mow and take the grass off as hay.  All ayes, carried.

Councilman Melver shared complaints that boat trailers were being parked in the 4 single vehicle stalls in the South riverfront parking lot.  Discussion on how to assist in reserving those stalls for vehicle only parking.  It was suggested to paint in red, “No trailer parking” on the concrete rather than putting up additional signs. 

Discussion concerning painting the Depot Museum and rail car.  The action club has the painting scheduled to be completed next spring, May 2012.  

Motion by  Ferguson, second by Pirc, to adjourn at 6:58 pm.  All ayes, carried.
Attest:

________________________               ______________________________

Dean Hilgerson, City Manager

   Norma J. Mason, Mayor
