CITY OF MARQUETTE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2011 @ 6:00 P.M.

The City Council of the City of Marquette, Iowa, met in regular session at City Hall, in Marquette, Iowa at 6:00 p.m. on June 21, 2011, pursuant to previous motion and published notice.  The meeting was called to order with Mayor Norma Mason presiding with roll call being called, the following named Council Members were present: Winter, Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver.

Mayor Mason announced that this was the time and place set for hearing and consideration of the proposed plans, specifications, contract for or cost of the Timber Ridge Subdivision Improvements Project No. 10100135.02.

Upon investigation, it was found that No persons had appeared and filed objections to the proposed plans, specifications, contract for or cost of such project. Mayor Mason closed public hearing at 6:01 P.M. 
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve consent agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Reports and Updates:  Meetings city manager has attended in the past month were Wetland Centre, Economic Development, Personnel and Zoning.  Southwest Bench Stormwater will be wrapped up next week.  City Manager informed Council city is hoping to have the fishing dock in place by the 4th of July holiday.  Mayor and City manager were interviewed this morning by consultant for the community trolley.  Wetland Centre held a preconstruction meeting on June 21 and installation of utilities should start around June 27.  City is waiting to hear from Wisconsin DNR who is working with the township of Prairie du Chien to approve a resolution to create a no wake zone on the Wisconsin side of the channel.  Iowa DOT does not have a problem with City putting a no wake sign on the bridge pier with their approval.  City Manager is obtaining quotes for police department roof repair. Work continues on the Bluffland Ordinance with a recommendation coming form zoning at the July meeting. Written reports were submitted from Streets and Water/Waste Water departments.  Police Department updates: Police Chief informed council they are working on replacing the Ford Explorer.  Newest police office is working out well.  Attorney Update: Attorney will have revised Bluffland Ordinance and made recommendation to Zoning by their July meeting.  Attorney informed Council a public hearing on this will need to be held and inquired from Council if they would like to have this addressed at the July meeting or wait till Aug meeting after Council has had more time to review, council agreed to wait till Aug. meeting.  Iowa Great Place is working on an individual to lead their fund raising campaign.  Don Smalley gave annual tree board report along with two requests.  City has been named a Tree City again this year.  Board had Total Tree care come and examine and prune city and park trees.  Smalley stated the City is on an every other year schedule to have this done and cost this year was $1,000.00 cheaper than previously because of having this previously done.  Smalley informed council all other projects have been canceled, delayed or altered because of the weather or high water.  Instead of planting this year tree replacement will be done to replace damaged trees at the riverfront.  Tree Board will be purchasing a new type of tree wrap to protect new trees.  Board will also be treating ash trees with an in ground treatment for emerald ash bore.  Board also asked City to consider in the future when they take on projects that would displace or create new opportunities to plant trees to make trees part of the project rather than an add on later.  Because of the projects being delayed Smalley asked the Council to consider carrying over the 2011 unexpended funds to the 2012 budget.   Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to carry unexpended 2011 budget to 2012 budget.  All ayes, carried.   Mayor Update:  Mayor has been working on yearly evaluations for employees but because of scheduling conflicts has been unable to meet with all employees. Mayor asked Council to consider the recommendations Personal does make to be retroactive to July 1 if Personnel cannot get evaluations done before July 1.  
Pat Callahan, a consultant from Snyder & Associates discussed the review and analysis he had prepared for a commercial development project the city is considering. His report contained valuable information for the future of Marquette.  Mr. Callahan and Attorney Garrett stated they have had communication with Bob Josten of Dorcey and Whitney concerning this project and recommended the City work with Mr. Josten in reference to it.  Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Pirc to approve Attorney Garrett working with Mr. Josten in reference to a development agreement.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to Approve amended real estate purchase option agreement.  All ayes, carried.  
City Manager informed Council he had receive a call from Launee Halvorson seeking clarification on the  removal of property as the new purchase option agreement did not address it. Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve the intention of Section (9) in the Amended Option Agreement, dated 6-15-11 is the same as stated in the Offer to Purchase Real Estate, Section (24), Item (A) dated April, 2011, which states, Prior to closing, Seller shall have the right to remove all fixtures and other personal property within the building, including heating and plumbing fixtures, and, in general, to strip the building internally, including removal of tin ceiling.   All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to extend the term to the option to purchase real estate to 180 days.  All ayes, carried. 

The Council discussed a proposal by Marquette Hotel Group, LLC, to develop, in conjunction with the City, a new hotel complex that would include new city hall and community center facilities on land that includes and adjoins the current city hall property.  The city manager indicated negotiations are underway on the details of a comprehensive development agreement which would include the sale of City owned real estate to Marquette Hotel Group, LLC, the construction of a new facility by that developer and the reconveyance of a portion of the new facility to the City.  The city manager noted that in anticipation of such a development the City has previously acquired an option to purchase real estate adjacent to the City Hall presently owned by Launee Halvorson and recommended that the procedures be commenced to assign the City’s rights with respect to that purchase option to the developer. It was noted that in the absence of a development agreement the purchase option has very little value but that the City should at least recover the consideration it has paid for the original option and any extension. 

The purchase option in question is set forth in the Amended Purchase Option Agreement recorded on June 15, 2011, as Document #2011R02070, and covers the following described real estate: 

Lots Five (5). Six (6), Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9) and Ten (10) and the West Twenty-two (22) feet of Lot Five (5), all in Block One (1) of the Town of Marquette, formerly North McGregor, Clayton County, Iowa, according to the recorded plat thereof. 

Motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to approve Resolution No. 11-27 A RESOLUTION PROPOSING DISPOSTION OF INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Meana and seconded by Pirc to approve hiring of appraisal for 84 and 88 North Street.  All ayes, carried. 
Discussion was held on the Wetland Centre lease as to the necessity of a legal discretion for the two acres instead of relying on a meets and bounds description. Attorney advised council it would be best to table any action.   Motion by Pirc and seconded by Ferguson to table till July meeting.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to pursue legal action concerning zoning compliance for the Gaede property.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution 11-24 A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND CONFIRMING FINAL PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND FORM OF CONTRACT FOR THE TIMBER RIDGE PAVING PROJECT.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Meana and seconded by Ferguson to approve Resolution No. 11-25 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE TIF FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $346,596.00.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve Resolution No. 11-26 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,000.00   All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to approve the McGregor Marquette Chamber of Commerce Liquor License Request.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Pirc to approve the Lady Luck Cigarette Permit Renewal request.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to approve Marquette Tobacco LLC Cigarette Permit Renewal request.  All ayes, carried. 

Police Commission Appointment:  Tracy Melver was reappointed to the Mar Mac Police Commission.  

Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to approve Fire Department Semi Annual Payment in the amount $4265.25.  All ayes, carried. 

Property owner for 280 Pleasant Ridge was present to address the sidewalk repair on their property.  They were informed according to city ordinance they are responsible for the repair of damages done to the sidewalk by contractors hired by them for sewer repairs.  Motion by Pirc and seconded by Meana to send owners a certified letter ordering the repairs.   All ayes, carried.  
Motion by Winter and seconded by Ferguson to approve Bench Area Stormwater pay request to Pirc Tobin in the amount of $283,722.02.  Ayes, Winter, Ferguson, Meana and Melver, Pirc abstain.  Carried. 

Motion by Meana and seconded by Ferguson to approve Levy repair invoice to Pirc Tobin in the amount of $22,362.50.  Ayes, Winter, Ferguson, Meana and Melver, Pirc abstained.  Carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve Pirc Tobin Invoice in the amount of $4,987.50.  Ayes, Winter, Ferguson, Meana and Melver, Pirc abstained.  Carried.
Motion by Melver and seconded byPirc to approve quote from Mississippi Valley Pump, Inc in the amount of $25,963.00 for lift station replacement.  All ayes, carried. 

Discussion was held on south Riverfront shelter.  Council requested action club come back with a shelter design. 

28E Police Agreement:  Police commission member Tracy Melver requested a special meeting with the Police commissioner to go over 28E agreement or for him and Commission member Pirc to go over agreement and then meet with commissioner  as agreement has not be reviewed in several years.  Melver stated if any changes were to be made it would not be this year as a new fiscal year will be soon staring and this year’s budget approved.  
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to adjourn at 7:30 P.M.  All ayes, carried. 

Attest: 

___________________________              __________________________

Susan M. Weipert Deputy City Clerk        Norma J. Mason, Mayor 

