City of Marquette

Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, April 19, 2011 @ 6:00 P.M.

Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order.  Present were Winter, Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver.  City Manager Dean Hilgerson also participated. 
Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Public Hearing on the application of a USDA Grant for the Wetland Centre was opened at 6:01 P.M.  With no comments public hearing was closed at 6:02 P.M. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to approve consent agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Reports and Updates:  City Manager is working on a budget amendment and it will be on the May agenda.   A considerable amount of time has been spent on flood management.  City Manager has received correspondence from the IDOT in reference to the Bench and will have further information at May’s meeting.  Councilman Melver inquired as to where all the dirt from the Bench Southwest Stormwater project is being taken to.  Any good black soil is being taken to the roundhouse area and will be used for back fill after the project is done.  Streets and Water Sewer Dept. Update:  Streets/Parks has gotten six new picnic tables built which are handicap accessible on both ends and will be placing them where needed.  Departments have been busy with flood control.  Police Dept. Update: Written report was given.  Attorney Update:  Attorney Garrett informed Council he is working on our flood ordinance and should have it ready for May meeting.  Zoning Update: Mayor Mason informed Council Zoning had met with Jim Halvorson of HR Green on the Bluff land Ordinance.  Mayor Mason had also attended and stated how informative the meeting had been and felt Zoning is working in the right direction on this ordinance.  Iowa Great Places Update:  Public hearing was held on April 14 with no comments from the public.  The meeting planned for April 18th with a fund raising consultant was canceled due to weather and will be rescheduled with plans scheduled to do a major fund raising event.   A date of April 26 was set for a prebid meeting with contractors.  The Wetland Centre also presented City with a check for $50.00 to cover the 50 year lease.   Council Update:  Councilman Winter said he had been contacted by the MFL MarMac youth rec league and asked if the Parks Department would mark the lines on the Bench Ballpark as they would like to use it on Monday and Wednesday nights for coach pitch and would also like to use it for their 4th and 5th grade traveling team to host their games.  There may also be other dates the diamond could be used.  City Manager and Street Superintendent said this could be done with 24 hour notice.  Winter said he would email the dates to the city.  Councilman Meana inquired about a parade for July 2 and the parade route. Mayor informed him parade route will be up to the IDOT.    Mayor Update:  Mayor has attended numerous flood control meetings, Zoning, Personal and also Trolley Meeting.   Mayor and City Manager attended a Smart Planning Meeting in Fayette.  Mayor reminded citizens it is “Be Kind to Earth Week” and to please keep that in mind.  Mayor also expressed a huge thank you to all the volunteers, inmates, Bob Hamann and our City workers for all the flood control work they have done.  Mayor also asked Council to read over the Citizens Comment received concerning the state’s portion of the road leading to Eagle Crest.  Citizen was reminded this is state property and City Manager has forwarded his concerns on to the state. 
Motion by Fergsuon and seconded by Meana to approve Resolution No. 11-15 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE AGREEING TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WITH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A DRIFTLESS AREA WETLAND CENTRE.  All ayes, carried.

Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to table Resolution No. 11-14 A RESOLUTION REPEALING RESOLUITON 06-39 AND RESTABLSING A POLICY FOR SPENDING LIMITS till May 17, 2011 meeting.  All ayes, carried. 
A date of May 17, 2011 was set to hold a public hearing on the Flood Plain Ordinance.

A day of May 17, 2011 was set to hold a public hearing on the 2010-2011 Budget revision. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to reduce annual payment to the Marquette McGregor Chamber to $700.00 a month starting July 1, 2011.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Meana and seconded by Pirc to approve the Liquor License renewal of Go America.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve the Liquor License renewal of Lady Luck Casino Pavilion and Marina.    All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to consider bids for the MarMac Wetland Centre Infrastructure Improvements.  All ayes, carried.  
Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to approve Resolution No. 11-16 A RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR WETLAND CENTRE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS TO TSCHIGGFRIE EXCAVATING IN THE AMOUNT OF $58,716.75.    All ayes, carried. 

The deadline for proposals for the Riverfront fishing dock were due at  10:00 on April 19, 2011.  As no proposals were received City Manager will report back at May 17th meeting. 
Mayor Mason Proclaimed Friday, April 29, 2011 as Arbor Day in the City of Marquette, encouraging all to support and protect our trees and woodlands.  
Fire Protection 28E Agreement:  As concerns have arisen over the 28E agreement and what Marquette’s fire station should contain Mayor read over the portion of agreement addressing this.  A concern was also raised in reference to the proximity of a fire truck and the effects on resident’s insurance premiums.  Council agreed to look into this further especially addressing the fact of having a fire truck located in Marquette and  the need to review the City’s 28E agreements every couple of years.  
Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to allow City Manager and Mayor to authorize Project Change Order requests not to exceed their spending limits.  These authorized changes will be reported at the next council meeting.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Meana and seconded by Winter to approve payment to Pirc-Tobin in the amount of $22,433.30 for Bench area Stormwater infrastructure Phase II. Winter, Ferguson, Meana, Melver ayes, Pirc abstained.  Carried.
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve payment of retainage fee of $8,327.22 to Tschiffgire for Riverfront Improvement Project.  All ayes, carried. 
Spring Clean Up:  Dates for spring clean up were discussed.  A day of May 21, 2011 at the Roundhouse, if not dried out enough it will be moved to under the bridge. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to place signage in the south Marina parking lot directing tournament parking across the highway.  All ayes, carried. 

Depot Museum:  Mayor informed council Personnel has received numerous applications and will be meeting on Friday to review them and to set up interviews. 

Gaede Property:  Zoning Administrator has been reviewing building permits and this property, which is in a commercial district, was granted a building permit for a retail/office space on the first level, which was stated on the building permit.  Zoning Administrator also informed Council it is being assessed as residential instead of commercial.  Attorney advised Zoning Administrator to contact owners to schedule a walk thru of the property within the next 30 days.
Meter Reader Quotes:  City Manager presented several different quotes received and the number and cost of meters city may be replacing.  To be discussed at future meeting.
Timber Ridge Paving Project:  City Manager and representatives from HR Green have done probing of the street and found the road rock sub-base material was of less quality than anticipated.  This will need to be addressed before paving is done.  HR Green will be submitting preliminary plans.
Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to enter into closed session under Iowa Code Section 21.5 subsection 1 paragraph (j) to discuss the purchase of particular real estate only where the premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price their governmental body would have to pay for that property.  All ayes, carried.  Council chambers were cleared.  Open session resumed at 7:38 P.M. 
Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve purchase price of $349,000 with earnest money of $50,000 for the purchase of property at 114 North Street.  Ayes, Meana and Melver.  Nays, Winter, Pirc and Ferguson.  Motion Denied.
Motion by Pirc to approve purchase price of $330,000 with earnest money of $50,000.  Died for lack of second. 

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Melver to approve offer to purchase property at 114 North Street for a purchase price of  $339,000 with  earnest money of $50,000 payable upon acceptance of the offer, balance due upon closing.  Offer to purchase valid until May 16, 2011.   All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Pirc to adjourn at 7:50 P.M.  All ayes, carried. 

Attest: 

__________________________                              _______________________________

Susan M. Weipert, Deputy Clerk                              Norma J. Mason, Mayor 

