CITY OF MARQUETTE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2011 @ 6:00 PM

Mayor Norma Mason called the meeting to order with roll call.  Winter, Ferguson, Pirc, Meana and Melver present.  Also participating was City Manager Hilgerson. 

Public Hearing on the Bluff Land Ordinance was opened at 6:01 PM.  Bruce and Sharon Greener expressed concerns about this new ordinance with City Manager addressing these.  A letter from Joyce Dennis was read by Mayor Mason.  Council then addressed Section 7.2.1 of the Bluff Land Ordinance setting the site application fee at $25.00.  Hearing was closed at 6:27 PM.

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Winter to approve consent agenda.  All ayes, carried. 

Committee Updates:  City Manager informed Council block for the walls for the Wetland Centre should begin being put up this week.   Timber Ridge paving started today.  City received two quotes for Eagle Crest Drive Access which will be addressed later in the meeting.  Soulli Drive has been done.  City Manager is working on FY 2011 Annual Report.  Written reports were submitted from Water/Waste Water and Street departments.  Police Update:  City had been expecting to receive a reduction for its quarterly payment to the police department but Council Member/Police Commission Member Melver informed council reduction would be reflected in the third quarter payment request.  Attorney Update:  Attorney has been busy working on the Economic Development Agreement.  No reports from Zoning and Chamber.  Iowa Great Places:  Was informed officially they had received a $50,000 REAP grant.  Waiting to hear from Great Places as to their grant application.  Completion of Phase 1 of the Wetland Centre should be done late November with construction continuing in the spring.  Mayor Update:  Mayor attended Legislative Day at Luana and stated it will be interesting with the new districting that will be taking place and also with all the budget cuts that will be trickling down to the cities.  Mayor acknowledged October as Fire Prevention and Domestic Abuse month.  Christmas Train will again be visiting Marquette on Dec. 9 at 5:20 PM.  Asked council to consider moving date of December monthly meeting so it can be addressed at November meeting. 
Audience Address:  Josh Malliocoat, Middle School Principal, presented council with a hand out and brief explanation of the new Weight & Fitness Center at the MFL Mar-Mac Middle School and the funds needed to complete this project.  Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to approve a $5,000 donation to the school.  All ayes, carried. 
Motion by Melver and seconded by Winter to approve the first reading of Ordinance #357 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA 2003, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR BLUFF LAND CONSERVATION PROTECTIONS.   All ayes, carried. 
Mayor Mason read a proclamation proclaiming October 31, 2011 between the hours of 5:00 and 7:30 PM as Halloween Beggars Night. 

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Meana to approve 2nd Quarter Police payment in the amount of $42,548.54.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Ferguson to accept Thornton Transportation bid in the amount of $1,275.00 for repairs to city owned portion of Eagle Crest Drive Entrance.  All ayes, carried. 

Tree Trimming:  City Manager informed council he will be asking the Tree Board and Street Superintendent to make recommendations as to what needs to be addressed. 

Motion by Ferguson and seconded by Pirc to approve Timber Ridge Partial Payment #1 to CJ Monya in the amount of $53,707.68.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Res. No. 11-40 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF DELINQUENT MARQUETTE UTILITY CHARGES TO THE COUNTY TREASURER FOR COLLECTION IN THE SAME MANNER AS TAXES.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Res. No. 11-41 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF DELINQUENT MARQUETTE UTILITY CHARGES TO THE COUNTY TREASURER FOR COLLECTION IN THE SAME MANNER AS TAXES.  All ayes, carried. 

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to take no action on Res. No. 11-42.  All ayes, carried.

Motion by Melver and seconded by Meana to approve Res. No. 11-43 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF DELINQUENT MARQUETTE UTILITY CHARGES TO THE COUNTY TREASURER FOR COLLECTION IN THE SAME MANNER AS TAXES.  All ayes, carried.  

No Wake Zone:  City Manager is still waiting to hear back from Marty Stone of the Wisconsin DNR. 

Brownfield Assessments:  Delay in getting these reports from HR Green due to personnel changes.
FEMA Grant:  City Manager informed council Steve Meyer would like $1500 to write $12,000 grant.  City Manager felt this was too costly and is willing to try and write this grant himself. 

Statewide Enhancement Grant:  Grant has been submitted and recommendations for awarding will be made in Dec. with actual awarding in Jan. 

Economic Development Agreement:  City Attorney had previously furnished the sixth draft of the Development Agreement, Declaration of Horizontal Property Regime and Bylaws of North Street Condominium reflecting changes requested at the October 12th meeting.  The Council again discussed the proposal by Marquette Hotel Group, LLC, to develop, in conjunction with the City, a new hotel complex that would include new city offices and community center facilities on land that includes and adjoins real estate currently owned by the City at 84 North Street and 88 North Street.  The City Manager indicated negotiations are nearing completion on details of a comprehensive development agreement which would include the sale of City owned real estate to Marquette Hotel Group, LLC, and the construction of a new facility by that Developer and the reconveyance of a portion of the new facility to the City.  
The City Attorney explained that before City owned real estate could be sold for purposes of the proposed development, compliance with certain state law procedures would be necessary.  One of these was a requirement that, before City Owned real estate purchased with tax increment revenue is conveyed to a Developer, that other developers be given a reasonable opportunity to make competing proposals under bidding procedures prescribed by the City.  Thereupon, upon motion made by Council Member Ferguson and seconded by Council Member Winter, the following resolution No. 11-44  A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCEDURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF REAL ESTATE IN URBAN RENEWAL AREA IN THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA , was approved on a unanimous vote.  

The City Attorney further advised the Council that compliance with a separate state law procedure would be necessary in order to convey valid title to the city owned real estate to any developer, namely that notice of a proposed sale be published and a public hearing held on the proposal sale, with the sale price to be not less than the fair market value of the property.  It was noted that the City has secured appraisals of 84 North Street and 88 North Street by certified appraiser, William A. Kayser, who had found the fair market value of 84 North Street to be $101,000 and the value of 88 North Street to be $125,000.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Council Member Winter and seconded by Council Member Pirc, Res. No. 11-45 A RESOLUTION PROPOSING DISPOSTION OF INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA was approved on a unanimous vote. 

Attorney also presented a NOTICE OF RESOLUITON PROPOSING DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY INTEREST BY THE CITY OF MARQUETTE, IOWA AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING which was set for November 1, 2011 at 6:00 PM at Marquette City Hall. 
Motion by Meana and seconded by Melver to adjourn at 7:25 PM.  All ayes, carried. 

Attest:

________________________________              _________________________________

Susan Weipert City Clerk                                     Norma J. Mason Mayor 

